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Meeting Agenda 

 

Town Council Regular Meeting 
Monday, June 15, 2026 

6:30 PM 
 

Town Council Room 
1005 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 

 

1. 
 

Call To Order 

2. 
 

Roll Call 

3. 
 

Moment of Silence 

4. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 

5. 
 

Public Comment 

All public comment is limited to 2 minutes per person with a total of 20 minutes allotted for the public 
comment section. All speakers must sign the Public Speaker Sign-in Form prior to speaking. Please keep 
all comments civil, constructive, and related to public policy issues. At their discretion, Council may allow 
public comment to extend past 20 minutes but is not required to do so. All rules for public comment are 
posted outside the Main Meeting Room. 

6. 
 

Consent Agenda  

 a. Minutes June 1, 2026 

 b. Water Leak Adjustment 

 c. Voucher Registers 

7. 
 

Old Business 

 a. Ordinance #2012: Columbia Avenue Stop Sign 

8. 
 

New Business 

 a. Ordinance #2013: Additional Appropriations (3) 
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 b. Water Truck Purchase 

 c. Saxon Partners Development 

 d. Investigations Software Change 

9. 
 

Reports & Announcements 

10. 
 

Adjournment 
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TOWN OF MUNSTER  
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL  

JUNE 1, 2026 
 

   A meeting of the Munster Town Council was held at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, June 1, 2026. 
Ordinance 1830 is the basis for holding electronic meetings. The announced meeting location was 
Munster Town Hall, 1005 Ridge Road, Munster, Indiana. Councilors, Staff, and the public had the option 
to participate via Civic Plus meeting technology.  
 

Councilors Joseph G. Hofferth, Chuck Gardiner, David B. Nellans, and Jonathan Petersen were 
physically present in Town Hall; Councilor George Shinkan was absent.  Also present were Clerk-Treasurer 
Wendy Mis, Town Manager Jim Marino, Controller Patricia Abbott, Assistant Town Manager Dan Reyes, 
Fire Chief Mark Hajduk, Parks Director Mark Heintz, and Town Attorney Dave Westland. The news media 
was not represented.  

 
President Hofferth presided, opened the meeting with a moment of silence followed by the Pledge 

of Allegiance. 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
The Town of Munster accepts public comments submitted both in-person and electronically. The 

public was informed, via the agenda posted at munster.org, that questions or comments about an item on 
the agenda were to be emailed to wmis@munster.org. All in-person public comments are limited to two 
minutes and limited to a total of twenty minutes for the public comment section. 
 

Mrs. Cindy Ostermann, 208 Milford, shared her concerns about planned mosquito spraying in the 
Town.   

   
Mr.  Mike Djumovic, 1833 Tulip, requested the information referenced in the agenda regarding the 

e-bike safety education campaign.   
 
Mr.  Joe Ruan, 8103 Greenwood, shared his thoughts on the lack of clarity regarding edible gardens 

in the proposed code update.  The proposed ordinance language is unclear.  If it is a safety concern, then 
the Town should focus on putting sidewalks throughout the Town not on gardens.   

 
Mr.  Tom Jurich, 1839 Magnolia, wanted facts about the mosquito spraying and the chemicals 

involved.  He worried about the impact on monarch butterflies, nature and our children. 
 
Council will review our mosquito program.   
 
Mrs.  Margaret Pruzin, 1157 Bluebird, asked for a status update on the Ridge Road project/Raise 

grant.  She questioned what is next for the project.   
 
No one else rose to claim the floor. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Mis shared 74 electronic emails were received regarding data centers.  The emails 

are available for Councils review. 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
  

Minutes of a regular meeting held on May 18, 2026 
 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE VOUCHER REGISTERS 

  Confirmation of Voucher Register #26-4L dated 04/30/2026 in the amount of $43,284.88 
  Approval of Voucher Register #26-4M dated 4/30/2026 in the amount of $194,949.21 
  Confirmation of Voucher Register #26-5I dated 5/21/2026 in the amount of $67,078.57 
  Confirmation of Voucher Register #26-5J dated 5/28/2026 in the amount of $735,426.69 
  Confirmation of Voucher Register #26-5K dated 5/29/2026 in the amount of $594,796.93 
  Approval of Voucher Register #26-6A dated 06/01/2026 in the amount of $192,247.92 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
  

The April 2026 Treasurer’s Report was presented. 
 

WATER LEAK ADJUSTMENTS 2026-22 
 

At the April 8, 2013, meeting, the Council adopted a policy to allow water bill adjustments due to 
water leaks. Under the policy, the customer must sign an affidavit stating there was a leak, the leak has been 
repaired and request an adjustment from the Water Board. Adjustments are allowed once per 12-month 
period. The adjustment is based on an average of the usage over the previous twelve months. 

 
Staff have received a request for an adjustment under this policy. The customer has completed the 

required form, and the request meets all the criteria for an adjustment. The average usage for this customer 
is 59,000 gallons/month, and the period in question was 161,000 gallons (1 month). The original bill 
amounts totaled $1,121.31. The requested adjustment amount is $689.18, which represents water usage and 
sales tax. With the adjustment, the amount due for water and tax will be $432.13.  The amounts listed are 
for water and sales tax only. All other regular charges will remain unchanged. 

 
LOCAL ROADS & STREETS ANNUAL REPORT 

Indiana Code 8-17-4.1-1 requires an operational report to be prepared by all cities and towns having 
a population of 15,000 or more with road and street responsibilities. The report must be prepared on forms 
prescribed by the State Board of Accounts and must disclose all information considered necessary to reflect 
the financial condition and operations of the department. 

 
Accordingly, the Clerk-Treasurer’s Office and Public Works Department prepared the attached 

report, which was filed electronically on May 21, 2026, with the State Board of Accounts, the Indiana 
Department of Transportation, and the Purdue University Local Technical Assistance Program. The report 
is also to be filed with the governing body of the municipality and is available to the public and to the press 
in the Clerk-Treasurer’s Office during regular business hours. 
 

Councilor Nellans moved, with a second by Councilor Gardiner, to suspend the rules, waive the 
readings, and adopt the Consent Agenda as presented. Councilors Gardiner, Nellans, Petersen, and Hofferth 
voted in favor; none voted against. Motion passed. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

CENTENNIAL VILLAGE TAX ABATEMENT COMPLIANCE 
 

As part of the Development Agreement for Centennial Village, the Town is granting tax abatement 
on the owner-occupied residential condominium units located within the Centennial Village development. 
Each year, the taxpayer must file a form with Lake County to document that the property remains eligible 
for abatement. The form needs a signature from the Town stating that the property owner is in substantial 
compliance.  

 
The taxpayer (Centennial Village – CV Development LLC & Others) previously submitted a list 

of residential condominium units that included those known to be rented. They revised the list in November 
2025 to remove the units being rented, and they reviewed them before submitting it in May 2026. 

 
The Community Development Department revised the list and confirmed that none of the units 

submitted for the tax abatement are included in our list of known rental units. Because verification of owner 
occupancy for eight units is indeterminable, we require the developer to attest that these units are owner-
occupied. 

 
Councilor Gardiner moved, with a second by Councilor Nellans to find Centennial Village – CV 

Development LLC and Others to be in substantial compliance with the tax abatement requirements and 
authorize the Council President to sign the Compliance with Statement of Benefits. Councilors Gardiner, 
Nellans, Petersen, and Hofferth voted in favor; none voted against. Motion passed. 
 

2027 BUDGET CALENDAR 
 
The annual budget adoption process has a series of statutory deadlines which must be met in order 

to receive a budget for 2027. The 2027 Budget Preparation Schedule has been prepared for consideration. 
The local schedule was developed based on statutory deadlines. It calls for Town Council adoption on next 
year’s budget on October 5, 2026, with the required public hearing on September 21, 2026. These are both 
critical pieces in the budget process and both are regular meeting dates.  

 
Council is asked to review the schedule and to notify the Clerk-Treasurer of any scheduling 

conflicts by June 30, 2026. The dates may be changed but must fall within the statutory requirements and 
cannot go beyond any of the statutory deadline dates. 
 

No formal action is required. 
 

CHICAGO COMMUNICATIONS AGREEMENT 
 
Annually, the Police Department and Chicago Communications enter into a “Bumper to Bumper” 

Service Agreement which covers normal wear and tear failures of standard equipment on all the patrol 
vehicles in the fleet. The cost for 57 vehicles is $8,454.24 which breaks down to $16.48/vehicle, per month, 
for nine months. The invoice has been pro-rated as the department was previously paying month-to-month 
until all vehicles were operational.  

 
Councilor Gardiner moved, with a second by Councilor Nellans, to authorize the Munster Police 

Department to renew the agreement with Chicago Communications for $8,454.24 for “Bumper to Bumper” 
service May 1, 2026, through January 31, 2027. Councilors Gardiner, Nellans, Petersen, and Hofferth voted 
in favor; none voted against. Motion passed. 
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CCMG 2025-1: RELEASE OF RETAINAGE 
 
The Town of Munster received a Community Crossing Matching Grant for street paving under the 

2025-1 call.  The streets to be paved included Timberwood Lane, Lilac Lane, Somerset Drive, Harrison 
Avenue, Cobblestone Road, Cornwallis Lane, and Westminster Lane.  The Town Council awarded the 
contract for the CCMG 2025-1 paving project to Milestone Contractors L.P. for a total of $2,621,704. 

 
The final balancing pay application for the project reflects the contract price with all approved 

change orders as $2,621,704. Pay application #5 is the final retainage release.  SEH, the Town's engineering 
consultant, has reviewed and recommended the release of final retainage in the amount of $246,996.82. 
 

Councilor Nellans moved, with a second by Councilor Petersen, to approve final release of 
retainage for the CCMG 2025-1 paving and water main improvement grant in the amount of $246,996.82. 
Councilors Gardiner, Nellans, Petersen, and Hofferth voted in favor; none voted against. Motion passed. 
 

AGREEMENT: FIRE DEPARTMENT AUTO-AID  
 
The Munster Fire Department has been a member of Division 24 Automatic Aid for many years. 

Member Fire Departments provide mutual aid when needed. Richton Park, Illinois, Matteson, Illinois and 
Park Forest, Illinois have each joined Division 24. As a result, all units were asked to sign a new agreement. 
Munster utilizes Auto-Aid from Lansing, Illinois and Calumet City, Illinois. Auto-aid helps the Munster 
Fire Department meet the NFPA standards for response personnel for structure fires and it helps maintain 
the ISO rating for insurance purposes. 

 
There are no other significant changes to the agreement 

 
Councilor Petersen moved, with a second by Councilor Nellans, to approve the Division 24 

Automatic Aid agreement between the Town of Munster and the other twenty-two participating 
municipalities. Councilors Gardiner, Nellans, Petersen, and Hofferth voted in favor; none voted against. 
Motion passed. 
 

AGREEMENT: WEB SERVICES 
 
Core, the current provider of website services for the Town, has notified the Town that it will 

discontinue website services effective December 2026. In response and in consideration of upcoming 
changes to website accessibility requirements, Staff conducted a review of available vendors. The following 
proposals were received. 

 
Vendor Annual Cost Implementation Cost First-Year Total

Govstak 11,089.00$ 44,466.00$              55,555.00$      
CivicPlus 13,438.80$ 15,832.00$              29,270.80$      
Revize 9,970.00$  12,700.00$              22,670.00$      
ProudCity 3,000.00$  2,000.00$                5,000.00$        
Town Web 6,500.00$  not provided not provided  

 
While Revize is not the lowest-cost option, Staff recommends this vendor based on its overall value, 

including functionality, security, design capabilities, customer support, and ease of use. Staff believes 
Revize offers a balanced solution that will meet operational needs while delivering a high-quality user 
experience consistent with residents’ expectations. The annual $9,970.00 is locked for five years, without 
an accelerator. If the Town stays with Revize for five years, then Revize includes a website refresh at no 
additional cost. For reference, the current website annual cost is $6,755.00. 

Page 6 of 134



 

 

 
Upon Council approval, staff anticipates utilizing the full six-month implementation period to 

prepare the new website for launch. The Town’s Communications Director will serve as project lead and 
coordinate with the vendor throughout the process. Prior to launch, designated staff will receive training on 
content management and administration. Once implementation is complete, the Town will formally 
announce the launch of the new website. Because this was an unexpected procurement, it has not been 
funded, and the Town Controller has indicated that the Town will need to include this purchase in the next 
additional appropriation.  
 

Councilor Gardiner moved, with a second by Councilor Nellans, to approve the Web Services Sales 
Agreement between the Town of Munster and Revize LLC in the amount of $22,670.00. Councilors 
Gardiner, Nellans, Petersen, and Hofferth voted in favor; none voted against. Motion passed. 

 
ORDINANCE 2012: COLUMBIA AVENUE STOP SIGN 

 
Proposed ORDINANCE 2012 is AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE GENERAL PROVISIONS 

OF CHAPTER 54, TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES, OF THE MUNSTER CODE OF ORDINANCES 
PERTAINING TO ADDITIONAL STOP SIGNS. Recently the Town of Munster Speed Team conducted 
a thorough examination regarding traffic complaints on Columbia Avenue, specifically between Fisher 
Street and Fran-Lin Parkway. A number of options were considered after analyzing the data that was 
collected and reviewed. 

 
The Speed Team has recommended that a three-way stop sign be placed at the intersection of 

MacArthur Boulevard and Columbia Avenue. Additionally, the current “Pork Chop” concrete divider will 
be removed on MacArthur Boulevard by the Town of Munster, allowing traffic to turn either direction onto 
Columbia Avenue. Powers Health was consulted about the proposed recommendations and has indicated 
their support of the changes. These traffic enhancements should ensure a safer crossing for employees who 
work at the hospital, while creating conditions for the motoring traffic to slow down through this stretch of 
roadway. 
 

Councilor Nellans moved, with a second by Councilor Gardiner, to hear Ordinance 2012 on first 
reading as presented and set second reading for the next regular meeting. Councilors Gardiner, Nellans, 
Petersen, and Hofferth voted in favor; none voted against. Motion passed. 

 
REPORTS 

E-BIKE SAFETY EDUCATION CAMPAIGN 
 
Staff provided information about an e-bike safety education campaign. 
 
Councilor Gardiner shared information on the actions the Town will be taking regarding e-bikes.  
Clerk-Treasurer shared the Munster Junior Historical Society will be celebrating the 250th Birthday 

of America on Sunday, June 14, 2026, from 12 pm – 4 pm at Heritage Park.   
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  

The Town Council will hold a regular meeting on Monday, June 15, 2026. The Redevelopment 
Commission will hold a regular meeting immediately following. (Unless stated otherwise, all meetings of 
the Town Council begin at 6:30 p.m. at Munster Town Hall.)  
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ADJOURNMENT  
  

There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 6:58 p.m.  
by voice vote.  

  
 

                  _________________________________   
            Joseph Hofferth, President 
ATTEST: 
  
   
__________________________   
Wendy Mis, Clerk-Treasurer  
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To: Town Council 

From: Wendy Mis, Clerk-Treasurer 

Meeting Date: June 15, 2026 

Subject:  Water Leak Adjustment 

 
Summary 

At the April 8, 2013, meeting, the Council adopted a policy to allow water bill 
adjustments due to water leaks. Under the policy, the customer must sign an affidavit 
stating there was a leak, the leak has been repaired, and request an adjustment from the 
Water Board. Adjustments are allowed once per 12-month period. The adjustment is based 
on an average of the usage over the previous twelve months. 
  
                Staff has received three requests for adjustments under this policy. Each customer 
has completed the required form and the requests meet all the criteria for adjustment. The 
amounts listed are for water and sales tax only. All other regular charges will remain 
unchanged. 

Adjustment 
Number 

Average 
Usage 

Actual 
Usage 

Length 
of Time 

Original 
Bill 

Requested 
Adjustment 
Amount 

Adjusted 
Bill 

 
2026-23 11,000 55,000 

2 
months $423.24 $246.44 $176.80 

 
2026-24 7,000 52,000 

2 
months $401.19 $287.05 $114.14 

 2026-25 11,000 26,000 1 month $194.54 $108.78 $85.76 
 
Financial Impact 

Funding Source: 
Budgeted Amount:  
Cost:  $642.27 
 
Recommended Council Action 
As part of the Consent Agenda, approve the adjustments of $ 642.27 to the accounts in 
question. 
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Attachments: 
None 
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To: Town Council 

From: Patricia Abbott, Controller 

Meeting Date: June 15, 2026 

Subject:  Voucher Registers 

 
Summary 
Approval and confirmation of invoices 
 
Financial Impact 

Funding Source: Refer to Individual Voucher Registers 
Budgeted Amount: Refer to Individual Voucher Registers 
Cost: Refer to Individual Voucher Registers 
 
Recommended Council Action 
As part of the Consent Agenda, approve and confirm the voucher registers as presented. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Confirmation of Voucher Register #26-6B dated 06/04/26 in the amount of $465,357.83 
2. Confirmation of Voucher Register #26-6C dated 06/10/26 in the amount of $60,681.17 
3. Confirmation of Voucher Register #26-6D dated 06/10/26 in the amount of $37,126.07 
4. Confirmation of Voucher Register #26-6E dated 06/11/26 in the amount of $493,347.79 
5. Approval of Voucher Register #26-6F dated 06/15/26 in the amount of $478,060.67 
6. Confirmation of Voucher Register #26-6G dated 06/12/26 in the amount of $642,584.85 
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To: Town Council 

From: Steve Scheckel, Police Chief 

Meeting Date: June 15, 2026 

Subject:  Ordinance #2012: Columbia Avenue Stop Sign 

 
Summary 
Recently, the Town of Munster Speed Team conducted a thorough examination regarding 
traffic complaints on Columbia Avenue, specifically between Fisher Street and Fran-Lin 
Parkway. A number of options were considered after analyzing the data that was collected and 
reviewed. 
 
The Speed Team has recommended that a three-way stop sign be placed at the intersection of 
MacArthur Boulevard and Columbia Avenue. Additionally, the current “Pork Chop” concrete 
divider will be removed on MacArthur Boulevard by the Town of Munster, allowing traffic to 
turn either direction onto Columbia Avenue. Powers Health was consulted about the proposed 
recommendations and has indicated their support of the changes. These traffic enhancements 
should ensure a safer crossing for employees who work at the hospital, while creating 
conditions for the motoring traffic to slow down through this stretch of roadway. 
 
Financial Impact 

Funding Source: N/A 
COST: N/A 
 
Recommended Council Action 
By motion and roll call vote, adopt Ordinance 2012 on second reading as presented. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Ordinance 2012 - Columbia Ave Stop Sign 
2. Columbia Avenue Speeding PD Memo 
3. Columbia Ave Traffic Calming Assessment Northbound 
4. Columbia Ave Traffic Calming Assessment Southbound 
5. Columbia Ave Traffic Data Northbound 
6. Columbia Ave Traffic Data Southbound(1) 
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ORDINANCE 2012 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE GENERAL PROVISIONS OF  
CHAPTER 54, TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES, OF THE MUNSTER CODE OF 

ORDINANCES PERTAINING TO ADDITIONAL STOP SIGNS 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Munster is the municipal legislative 
body of the unit; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Town of Munster, its Staff, and consultants have reviewed and 
recommended various changes to the Munster, Indiana Code regarding the General 
Provisions of Chapter 54, Traffic and Vehicles, of the Munster Code of Ordinances, 
specifically, the addition of three (3) new stop signs; and 

 
WHEREAS, based on those recommendations, and after due deliberation, has 

concluded that an amendment to Chapter 54 - Traffic and Vehicles, Article III – Operation 
of Vehicles, §§ 54-101 and §§ 54 – 154 is appropriate; and 

 
 WHEREAS, The Munster Town Council deems it to be in the best interest of the 
general health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the Town of Munster to amend 
Chapter 54 - Traffic and Vehicles, Article III – Operation of Vehicles, §§ 54-101 and §§ 
54 – 154 of the Munster Code of Ordinances;  
 

Now, therefore, be it ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Munster, Lake 
County, Indiana as follows: 
 

 1. Chapter 54 - Traffic and Vehicles, Article III – Operation of 
Vehicles, § 54-154 is hereby amended to add the following North, South 
and East stop signs: 

 

STOP STREET    INTERSECTING STREET 

 

Columbia Ave (heading North) & Macarthur Blvd 

Columbia Ave (heading South) & Macarthur Blvd 
Macarthur Blvd (heading East) & Columbia Ave 
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 This Ordinance shall take effect upon the date of its publication which shall occur 
within thirty (30) days after passage. 

 

Now, therefore, be it ORDAINED that the above-referenced Ordinance is hereby 
enacted. 
 

 
ORDAINED and ADOPTED by the Town Council of the Town of Munster, Indiana, 

on the _____day of ___________ 2026, by a vote of ____ in favor and ____ opposed. 
 

 
TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
MUNSTER, LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA 
 
 
____________________________________   

       Joseph Hofferth, President 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________________  
Wendy Mis, Clerk-Treasurer 
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MEMO 
To: Munster Town Council 

From: Lt. Dan Broelmann (Speed Team) 

Re: Columbia Ave. Speeding Concerns 

Date:   May 20th, 2026 

As you know over the last year we have received complaints from two residents, but mainly one 

on Columbia who reside in the 9100 block. The residents also have come to town council 

meetings and Board of Safety meetings to voice their concerns.  I have spoken with both 

residents and one of them at length about the issues. 

These are their basic complaints: 

• Reckless speeding down Columbia Ave (vehicles traveling well over the speed limit) 

• Many crashes 

• Data collection that was done was not good, due to placement of the devices. 

• Appears the town (PD specifically) has been doing traffic enforcement in other areas and 

not on Columbia 

• Impacts to quality of life, increased noise levels, and neighborhood stability (concerning 

property values and resident retention 

The Speed team has looked at the data and the situation, these are our replies to the issues 

raised above: 

• The data collected does not show the reckless driving that is perceived. The majority of 

people are obeying the speed limit and even those which are speeding are not driving well 

over the speed limit 

• As far as crashes in the area, I analyzed the data and there have been crashes in the area 

but not all are speed related. 

• Data was collected in the area of Columbia where the complaint lives and the signs have 

to be mounted to gather data.  The data was collected in July 2025 and again in April 

2026. I believe where the data collectors were placed was able to get readings which gave 

us an accurate view of the traffic speeds. 

• Officers and I have run traffic in the area and I also make it a point to drive through the 

area more frequently just to monitor traffic in the area.  When officers are in the area, 

they are not detecting speeding and I have not had an issue with speeders in the area.  

Obviously as with any roadway there will be people disobeying the traffic laws and the 

speed limits, but we have not witnessed the problem being a major issue in the area.  In 

regard to areas of traffic enforcement, the Police Department last year was conducting a 

lot of traffic stops on Fran-lin due to the change in speed limit on Fran-lin and also due to 

the traffic being pushed onto Fran-lin due to construction last year.   

 

Page 85 of 134



• In regard to quality-of-life issues, I spoke with the resident and it appears his builder had 

told him they were working with the town to change the area to more of a residential area 

and changes would be coming in regard to traffic.  To my knowledge there has not been 

any type of agreement with any builder in the area. Columbia Avenue is one of the main 

roads to move traffic north and south in the town of Munster.  It is adjacent to a large 

hospital and on the same road as the high school and middle school, which means there 

will always be a lot of traffic on the roadway.  The amount of traffic will impact the noise 

levels simply due to the amount of traffic and even certain vehicles driving in the area 

making local deliveries. 

The resident has also come up with ideas to assist with the traffic calming in the area, they are 

listed: 

• Reducing the speed limit on Columbia to 25 mph, is the number one goal of the resident.  

• Additional police presence 

• Targeted enforcement 

• Potential stop signs control 3 way stop sign at the professional center entrance and exit 

and also a stop sign at Macarthur and Columbia. 

• Stop sign at Elmwood and Fran-lin, freeing up an officer who sits in the school zone to run 

traffic on Columbia 

• Stop sign at Heather and Columbia to stop people from gaining speed on Columbia as 

they approach Fran-lin. 

Our responses to these are as follows: 

• The speed team does not recommend a reduction in speed because it is not supported 

by the data. Other arterial streets in town have a speed limit of 35 mph, which is 

appropriate for this type of street. If a reduction in speed to 25 miles per hour is decided 

on for Columba Avenue, then we would note that you may need to do the same for 

Hohman Avenue and White Oak Avenue.  

• Additional police presence has been given to the areas mentioned above, when we have 

officers out there, we are not seeing the perceived reckless driving issue. 

• We have done extra patrols in the area specifically for speeders 

• The stop signs on Columbia were looked at by the Speed team and it was decided the 

only one that may be installed would be at MacArthur and Columbia to assist hospital 

employees in crossing the street in that area.  Community hospital has been contacted 

and they would have no issue with the “pork chop” being removed and having the stop 

sign assist the safety of their employees.   
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TRAFFIC CALMING ASSESSMENT

Street: Columbia N/B
Traffic Count Dates: 4/23-4/27/2026
Posted Speed Limit 35 MPH

Criteria Actual Data 0 1 2 3 4 Assigned

Accidents (5 year period) 0 1 2 3 More than 3

Avg. Daily traffic count 3951 under 100 100-200 200-400 400-600 600-1000 2

Adjacent intersections 1 0 1 2 3 more than 4 1

Speeding % 5 less than 10 10-25 25-35 35-50 More than 50 0

# of crosswalks in segment 1 0 1 2 3 more than 3 1

Segment Length                       550 ft less than 500 500-1000 1000-1500 1500-2000 More than 2000 1

Existing Traffic Lights                           Yes Traffic lights -
Less than 500'
between stop

More than 500'
between stop s

None 2

Proximity to School/Park                   4 blocks over 5 blocks * * * 4 Blocks or less 4

excesive traffic cut through                           Yes 0 1 2 3 4 4
15 or more points, speed team review recommended

TOTAL (max 25) 15
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TRAFFIC CALMING ASSESSMENT

Street: Columbia S/B
Traffic Count Dates: 4/23-4/27/2026
Posted Speed Limit 35 MPH

Criteria Actual Data 0 1 2 3 4 Assigned

Accidents (5 year period) 0 1 2 3 More than 3

Avg. Daily traffic count 2,800 under 100 100-200 200-400 400-600 600-1000 2

Adjacent intersections 1 0 1 2 3 more than 4 1

Speeding % 9 less than 10 10-25 25-35 35-50 More than 50 0

# of crosswalks in segment 1 0 1 2 3 more than 3 1

Segment Length                    1100 ft less than 500 500-1000 1000-1500 1500-2000 More than 2000 2

Existing Traffic Lights                          Yes Traffic lights -
Less than 500'
between stop

More than 500'
between stop s

None 2

Proximity to School/Park                  4 blocks over 5 blocks * * * 4 Blocks or less 4

excesive traffic cut through                          Yes 0 1 2 3 4 4
15 or more points, speed team review recommended

TOTAL (max 25) 16
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Master Data Report

Select Sign #

Change Street Name

STREETSMART©

Set Speed Limit/  Bins 35 MPH Bin Type:
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Printed 6/9/2026 Page 1 of 5
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Master Data Report

Select Sign #

Change Street Name

STREETSMART©

Set Speed Limit/  Bins 35 MPH Bin Type:

304122

Columbia S/B

NB

Printed 6/9/2026 Page 1 of 5
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Weekly ALL
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To: Town Council 

From: Patricia Abbott, Controller 

Meeting Date: June 15, 2026 

Subject:  Ordinance #2013: Additional Appropriations (3) 

 
Summary 
There are two funds in need of additional appropriations. The Technology Fund (2547) is 
requesting $30,000.00 for the recently approved agreement for a new website and Civic Plus 
agenda and meeting manager software. The Sewer Maintenance Fund (2580) is requesting 
$500,000.00 for legal fees. 
 
The procedure for securing additional appropriations requires a public hearing, scheduled for 
July 6, 2026, and the adoption of an ordinance by the Town Council. Both the Technology and 
the Sewer Maintenance Fund are considered reporting only funds, and the appropriations will 
go into effect upon passage of the ordinance. 
 
Financial Impact 

Funding Source: See Memo 
Budgeted Amount:  
Cost:  
 
Recommended Council Action 
By motion and roll call vote, hear Ordinance 2013 on first reading as presented and set second 
reading for the next regular meeting. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Ordinance 2013 
2. Ordinance 2013 - Certified Copy of Additional Appropriation 
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ORDINANCE 2013 
 

 AN ORDINANCE FOR THE ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION OF 
FUNDS FOR THE YEAR 2026 (3) 

 
 WHEREAS, The use and expenditure of money is required to carry on necessary 
governmental functions; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The amount of money to carry on necessary governmental functions 
is prescribed in the budget for the year 2026 as determined by the Department of Local 
Government Finance through their budget order; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Town Council of the Town of Munster, Lake County, Indiana, 
now finds it necessary to appropriate more money than the amount prescribed in the 
budget for the year 2026; and 
 
 WHEREAS, There are sufficient funds available for additional appropriation; 
now, therefore, be it 
 
 ORDAINED, By the Town Council of the Town of Munster, Lake County, 
Indiana, that for the expenses of the taxing unit, the additional sums of money are hereby 
appropriated out of the funds named in the attached Certified Copy of Additional 
Appropriations subject to laws governing the same: 
 
 ORDAINED AND ADOPTED by the Town Council of the Town of Munster on 
the ____ day of _____ 2026, by a vote of ______ in favor and ____ opposed. 
 
 

TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN   
OF MUNSTER, LAKE COUNTY, 
INDIANA. 
 
________________________________ 
Joseph Hofferth, President 

 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Wendy Mis, Clerk-Treasurer   
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Section I

UNIT NAME: Unit Number: 0507

COUNTY NAME: County Number: 45

Date of Publication     
(month, day, year) :
Date of Publication

 (month, day, year) :
Date of Public Hearing 

(month, day, year) :
Date Received

 (month, day, year) :
Date Resolution Passed 

(month, day, year) : Order Number:

2547 2580
Technology Fund Sewer Fund

$30,000.00 $500,000.00

$30,000.00 $500,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00
$0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Section III

Check One:

Follow Up Via E-mail

E-mail Address(es)
Follow Up Via Mail

Mailing Address (Number, Street, City, State, ZIP Code)

Section IV

(Please Print)

Completed additional appropriation requests may be submitted to the Department via e-mail at or via fax (317) 974-1629.AdditionalAppropriationRequests@dlgf.in.gov

LAKE

6/26/2026 Newspaper Name: Gateway 

Newspaper Name:
DLGF USE ONLY

7/6/2026

7/6/2026

Complete a column for each fund for which the additional appropriations are being made. Values omitted from the sheet may impact the Department's review and approval of the request. 
Rows A and B should be completed using the fund number and fund name as listed on the Fund Report of the Final 1782 Notice issued by the Department.

A. DLGF Fund Number

CERTIFIED COPY OF ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION
State Form 55819 (R4 / 2-19)
PRESCRIBED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCE

When reporting the appropriation of bond proceeds, complete Section I; lines A, B, C and 5 of Section II; Section III; and Section IV.

TOWN OF MUNSTER

B. Fund Name
C. Appropriation Amount Requested
D. Amount by Reduction (Enter as a positive number)

11. Encumbered Appropriations Carried Forward From  
      Previous Year

2. Levy Excess (Line 15)
3. PTRC from Local Income Tax (LIT) (Line 13A)
4. LIT Levy Freeze Amount (Line 13B)
5. Misc. Revenue (Line 8B) (See Note #1)
6. January 1 Cash Balance (Include investments)

1. Property Tax Levy (Line 16)

10. DLGF Approved Budget (Line 1C)

7. Subtotal of Funds (Add 1 thru 6)
8. Less Circuit Breaker (Amount From Circuit Breaker Report)
9. Total Funds (7 minus 8)

wmis@munster.in.gov ; pabbott@munster.in.gov

Signature                                                                                     Title                                                                                         Telephone Number                              Date (month, day, year)

Section II

Please check the requested method for the Department to inform your unit of the status of the Additional Appropriation Request. 

 I, ______________________________________________  fiscal officer of  ____________________________________, do hereby certify that the above information is true and correct.
(Please Print)            

Note #2: Row 16 cannot be used for additional appropriations for the rainy day fund. Transfers to the rainy day fund are entered as miscellaneous revenues on Line 5.

13. Beginning Obligations (Add 10 thru 12)
14. Surplus Funds (9 minus 13)
15. Previous additional appropriation(s) approved since January 
1, less any reductions in appropriations.
16. Amount transferred to the Rainy Day Fund (See Note #2)
17. Surplus Funds Remaining (14 minus 15 minus 16)
Note #1: If amount report on Row 5 is higher than 8B amount, then a revised Budget Form 2 must be attached with the Additional Appropriation Request.

E. Net Amount of Increase (C minus D)

12. Temporary Loans Outstanding as of January 1
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To: Town Council 

From: Laura Pramuk, Administrative Assistant 

Meeting Date: June 15, 2026 

Subject:  Water Truck Purchase 

 
Summary 
The Water and Sewer Department would like to purchase a Bread truck, Unit #450.  Public 
Works received a proposal from LDV Custom Specialty Vehicles priced through Sourcewell. The 
Town of Munster is a Sourcewell member (ID# 28145). There will not be a trade-in. The cost of 
the vehicle is $398,776.00. 
 
Water & Sewer currently has a truck for this purpose, purchased more than 10 years ago. This 
truck was modified by Water & Sewer to hold all their equipment, tools, etc., serving as job site 
truck, and with the attached generator, acts as a warming room in the winter. The inside of the 
truck is falling apart, and the generator has been failing. This new truck will be purpose-built 
with the appropriate materials and should last more than 15 years. The current truck will be 
repurposed to contain the Town's EZ valve. 
 
Financial Impact 

Funding Source: Water and Sewer Depreciation funds 
Budgeted Amount:  
Cost: $398,776.00 
 
Recommended Council Action 
By motion and roll call vote approve the purchase of a new bread truck for the Water/Sewer 
department for a total cost of $398,776.00 from LDV Custom Specialty Vehicles. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Bread truck quote 
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To: Town Council 

From: Jim Marino, Town Manager 

Meeting Date: June 15, 2026 

Subject:  Saxon Partners Development 

 
Summary 
The Town had previously retained attorney John P. Reed to act as legal counsel regarding issues 
related to a proposed development of the former Lansing Country Club property by Saxon 
Partners. Mr. Reed has resigned as legal counsel for the Town. Considering that David Westland 
is the municipal attorney for the Town, his familiarity with the proposed development, along 
with his significant experience in negotiating economic development agreements, it is 
reasonable to appoint David Westland to succeed Mr. Reed as the Town's legal counsel for this 
proposed development. Attached for your review is an engagement agreement for David 
Westland to act as legal counsel with respect to the Town's negotiation, drafting, and passing of 
a development agreement for Saxon Partners' proposed development. 
 
Financial Impact 

Funding Source: General Fund 
Budgeted Amount: $120,000 
Cost: $225/hour 
 
Recommended Council Action 
By motion and roll call vote, approve an agreement between the Town of Munster and 
Westland & Bennett P.C. to serve as legal counsel regarding the proposed development of the 
former Lansing Country Club property. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Westland & Bennett Engagement Agreement 
2. Resignation Letter 
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 John Reed: 219-712-4104 
Assistant: 219-226-8068 

 
JPR LEGAL SERVICES 

8230 Hohman Avenue 
Munster, IN 46321 

Email:  jreedlaw97@gmail.com 

 

Office: 219-595-5306 
Fax: 219-513-9754 

April 22, 2026 

 

Via Email jmarino@munster.org 

Town of Munster 

c/o Town Council President 

c/o Redevelopment Commission 

 

               In re: Resignation from RDC Representation 

 

Dear Sirs: 

 

It seems that the former representation problems (which, in my opinion, never existed) have been 

resolved. Attorneys David Westland and Nicole Bennett have the development of the former 

Lansing Country Club well in hand. Frankly, they are two of finest and most experienced 

attorneys in this field. As my services now seem duplicative, I hereby resign as attorney for the 

RDC as to this development. Of course, any and all of my materials and work product belong to 

the Town. I will work with Mr. Westland to transfer any information requested. 

 

Thank you all for the opportunity! I love the Town and I am always available for whatever is 

required to keep Munster going strong!  

 

 

  Very truly yours, 

 

 

                                                                      /s/ John P. Reed, Esq. 
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To: Town Council 

From: Steve Scheckel, Police Chief 

Meeting Date: June 15, 2026 

Subject:  Investigations Software Change 

 
Summary 
Due to an increase in fees from the previous vendor, the Police Department requests 
authorization to transition to a different investigative software platform. 
 
Financial Impact 

Funding Source: 1101-20501-63605 
Budgeted Amount: $5,000.000 
Cost: $75.00 per month, overage fees may apply 
 
Recommended Council Action 
By motion and roll call vote, authorize the Police Department to enter into an agreement with 
Interactive Data, LLC for idiCORE software. 
 
Attachments: 
1. InvestigationsSoftwareChange 
2. InvestigationsSoftwareQuote 
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● Page 1 

Memo      
To:  Munster Town Council  

From:  Deputy Chief of Police Daymon Johnston 

CC:  Chief of Police Stephen Scheckel 

Date:  June 15, 2026 

Re:  Investigations Division Software Change 
 
 
 
The Investigations Division of the Police Department requests authorization to transition its 
investigative background software from TransUnion TLO to idiCORE, provided by Interactive Data, 
LLC.  Funded through the Local Income Tax (LIT) Fund, this transition will protect town resources 
from a sudden 149% price hike by TLO while securing an annual cost savings of $4,932.00. 
 
Following the first year of service, TransUnion unexpectedly increased its monthly TLO subscription 
fee from $195.00 to $486.00. This rate is significantly higher than market competitors, leading the 
department to cancel its TLO contract renewal. A market analysis and subsequent free trial 
confirmed that idiCORE is an equivalent database solution that delivers matching data quality, better 
system functionality, and equivalent forensic performance at a much lower cost. 
 
The idiCORE plan allows 250 inquiries per month.  Any searches exceeding the 250-query monthly 
threshold will be subject to an overage fee of $0.30 per transaction.  This service is comparable to 
the previous contract with TLO.  The new contract terms and billing will begin on July 1, 2026, at a 
base monthly rate of $75.00. 
 
Recommendation 
By motion and voice vote, authorize the Police Department to enter into a subscription agreement 
with Interactive Data, LLC for idiCORE software at a base rate of $75.00 per month, funded through 
the LIT Fund, effective July 1, 2026. 
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